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Pius X. the Great Friend of Children. 





pa) (HOUT doubt, the greatest benefit imaginable has been 
| bestowed upon the world of little ones, by Pius XX. By 
a decree of August 7, 1910, he summons all children, as 

soon as they have attained the use of reason, to Holy 
Communion, to the union with Jesus, the divine Friend of chil- 
dren. In joy and exultation, the children of the whole Christian 
world, will, with the little ones of Jerusalem, cry out: ‘‘Hosanna, 
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord!'’ And when 
certain Jansenistic minds try to prevent their acclamations, the 
Pope says with our divine Lord: ‘“‘Have you never read: Out of 
the mouth of infants and sucklings thou hast perfected praise ?’’ 

Experience teaches that in many localities, especially in cit- 
ies, children of eleven years and often much younger, have already 
lost their innocence. Whata task for instructors under such con- 
ditions to prepare them worthily for Holy Communion, for often 
they are wanting in the state of grace on account of their bad 
habits. The instructions fail to enter the heart, because it is al- 
ready sullied by sin. Exteriorly they may still perform the duties 
to which they are bound, often out of fear of not being admitted 
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to the reception of Holy Communion. But what follows soon 
after their first Holy Communion? Alas, only too often do these 
previously corrupted children, relapse into their former habitual 
sins; the ‘“‘hosanna’”’ of their first Holy Communion is soon fol- 
lowed by the “‘Crucify Him.’’ Children of this class no longer 
have a taste for Holy Communion; they go as long as they are 
compelled, but after that, less and less frequently, and then, with 
what dispositions? Oh, how rarea thing, nowa-days to find pure, 
innocent, and devout youths! 


Will Gladden and Console the Heart of Jesus. 


On the other hand, if children are permitted to receive, as 
soon as they attain the use of reason, Holy Communions of the 
innocent all over the world, will gladden and console the divine 
Heart of Jesus. How the frequent Holy Communions will strength- 
en the hearts of these little ones in grace, and preserve them 
from losing their baptismal innocence. Will not these children, 
like those of primitive Christianity, become children of grace, 
easily conquer temptations, yea, heroically fight the good fight of 
faith? It will be far less difficult for the family and school, to 
educate children under the influence of Him, Who, as the Sancti- 
fier, personally distributes His graces. 

We must return to the ancient practice of Catholic tradition. 
Since the twelfth century it had gradually become so weakened, 
that by the sixteenth century, many rejected it entirely. The 
Council of Trent restored the practice of the Communion of chil- 
dren, but Protetestanism and Jansenism prevented the custom to 
prevail, and thus the decree of the Council was no longer fully 
complied with in the spirit of the Church. Then followed the 
era of liberalism, the precursor of modernism, at the beginning 
of the nineteenth century, which made the comprehension of all 
that is supernatural still more vague. 

But now the great Pope Pius X. arises, and re-establishes the 
traditions of the Church. Let all Christian souls rejoice, and ex- 
ultingly hail this protector, guardian and confessor of the super- 
natural life of the Church. 

Pius X., as it were, releases Jesus from the rationalistic 
fetters; our Lord is free; He can now come to the children of 
men, and also to the little ones, who call out to Him with great 
joy: ‘‘Hosanna, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord !”’ 

This decree, with that on frequent and daily Communion, 
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opens a new era in the Church, and the restoration of Christ’s 
kingdom is not as remote as might be supposed. From now on 
there will be more saints, more holy priests, more vocations to 
the priesthood and to the religious life. 

The following, dear reader, is an abridgement of the decree 
of Pius X. concerning the doctrine and practice of the Church 
regarding the first Holy Communion for children. 


Decree of Pius X. on the Age of Children to be Admitted to 
First Holy Communion. 

The pages of the Gospels plainly testify to the special love 
which Christ showed, whilst on earth, to the little ones. It was 
His delight to be in their midst, He laid His hands upon them, He 
embraced and blessed them, He was indignant when they were 
repulsed by His disciples and reprimanded the latter in the follow- 
ing words: “Suffer the little children to come unto Me and forbid 
them not; for of such is the kingdom of God.’’ How highly He 
prized their innocence and simplicity of soul He shows when, 
calling a little one, He said to His disciples: *‘Amen I say to you, 
unless you be converted, and become as little children, you shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, therefore, 
shall humble himself as this little child, he is the greater in the 
the kingdom of heaven. And he that shall receive one such little 
child in My name, receiveth Me.’’ 

But in establishing the year when children come to the use of 
reason many errors and deplorable abuses have crept in, in the 
course of time. There are those who considered one age neces- 
sary for the sacrament of penance, another for Holy Eucharist. 
For the sacrament of penance they judged that age necessary in 
which one can distinguish right from wrong, hence can commit 
sin; for Holy Eucharist, however, they required a greater age in 
which a deeper knowledge of matters of faith and a better prep- 
aration of the soul can be had. And thus, according to the various 
customs of places and opinions of men, the age of ten years was 
fixed for receiving first Holy Communion in some places, in others 
fourteen years and even more were required, in the meanwhile 
forbidding all those children under the required age from receiving 
Holy Communion. 

This custom by which, under the plea of safe-guarding the 
august Sacrament, the faithful were kept away from the same, 
was the cause of many evils. It happened that the innocence of 
childhood, torn away from the embraces of Christ, was deprived 
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of the sap of interior life; from which it also followed that youth 
destitute of this strong help, surrounded by so many snares, hav- 
ing lost its candor, fell into vice before ever tasting of the sacred 
mysteries. Even though a more thorough preparation and an 
accurate sacramental confession should precede first Holy Com- 
munion, which does not happen everywhere, yet the loss of first 
innocence is always to be deplored and might have been avoided 
by receiving the Holy Eucharist in more tender years. 


FA Custom to Be Condemned. 


Not less is the custom, which exists in many places, to be 
condemned, according to which, children are not allowed to 
receive the sacrament of penance before they are admitted to 
Communion, or else absolution is not given to them; thus it 
happens, that burdened perhaps with mortal sins, they remain a 
long time in great danger. But the worst of all is, that in some 
places children, not yet admitted to first Holy Communion, are 
not permitted to receive the sacred Viaticum, even when in dan- 
ger of death, and thus, dying and being buried as infants, they 
are not helped by the prayers of the Church. 

Such injury is caused by those who insist on extraordinary 
preparation for first Holy Communion, more than is reasonable, 
not realizing that this kind of precaution proceeds from the errors 
of the Jansenists, who maintain that Holy Eucharist is a reward 
not a remedy for human frailty. The Council of Trent holds a 
different opinion when it teaches that it is “‘an antidote by which 
we are freed from daily faults and preserved from mortal sins,’’ 
which doctrine has lately been inculcated by a decree given on 
the 26th day of December, 1905, in which daily approach to Com- 
munion is opened to all, both old and young, two conditions only 
being required: the state of grace and a right intention. 

Neither does it appear reasonable that whiist formerly even 
sucklings received the remnant of the sacred particles, at present 
extraordinary preparations should be required from the children, 
who are in the happy state of innocence and candor, and greatly 
need this heavenly food on account of the many temptations and 
dangers of our times. 

The abuses which we condemn may be traced to the fact 
that those who demand a certain age for penance and another 
for Holy Eucharist have neither wisely nor rightly defined the re- 
quired age. The Lateran Council requires one and the same age 
for both sacraments, since it imposes a joint obligation of penance 
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and Communion. Therefore, since the age of discretion required 
for penance, is that at which right can be distinguished from 
wrong, namely, when one comes to the use of reason; so also for 
Communion that age is required, which can distinguish the Eu- 
charistic bread from the common, which in turn is the age at 
which a child attains the use of reason. 


About Seven Years of Age. 


Nor did the principal interpreters of the Lateran Council and ° 
those who lived at that time think differently. From the history 
of the Church it is evident that many synods and episcopal de- 
crees, beginning with the twelfth century, shortly after the Later- 
an Council, admitted children of seven years of age to Holy Com- 
munion. 

There is, moreover, a testimony of the greatest authority, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, which reads: “‘When children begin to have 
some use of reason so that they can conceive some devotion to- 
wards the Sacrament (Eucharist), then this Sacrament can be 
given to them.’’ The same is explained by Ledesma as follows: 
‘I say with the consent of all, that Holy Eucharist should be given 
to all having the use of reason, no matter how soon they may 
acquire the same; even though the child should have but a con- 
fused idea of what it is doing.’’ Vasquez explains the same pas- 
sage in the following words: ‘‘As soon asa child attains the use 
of reason, it is obliged by divine law, so that not even the Church 
can dispense it from the same.’’ The Council of Trent also forces 
us to the same conclusion. For whilst it declares that ‘‘infants, 
lacking the use of reason, are not obliged to receive Holy Com- 
munion,’’ it assigns as the only reason, because they can not com- 
mit sin: “‘since at that age they cannot lose the acquired grace of 
the children of God.’’ From which it is evident that the Council 
believed the children obliged to receive Holy Communion as soon 
as they could lose grace by sin. 

The words of the Roman Council, held under Benedict XIII., 
agree with this, teaching that the obligation of receiving Holy 
Eucharist begins ‘‘after the boys and girls have come to the use 
of reason, to that age, namely, in which they are capable of dis- 
tinguishing this sacramental food, which is no other than the true 
body of Jesus Christ, from the common and profane bread, and 
know how to approach the same with the proper devotion and 
religion.’ The Roman Catechism, however, says: ‘‘At what 
age Holy Communion should be given to children, no one can 
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judge better than the father or the priest to whom they confess 
their sins. For theirs is the duty to find out and to enquire of the 
children if they have acquired some knowledge of this admirable 
Sacrament and a taste for the same.’’ A perfect knowledge of 
the articles of faith is, therefore, not necessary as a few elements 
alone are sufficient; nor is the full use of reason required, since 
the beginning of the use of reason, that is, some kind of use of 
reason suffices. Wherefore to put off Communion any longer or 
to exact a riper age for the reception of the same is to be rejected 
absolutely, and the same has been repeatedly condemned by the 
Holy See. 
Rules of the Sacred Congregation of Sacramental Discipline. 

Having seriously considered all these things the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Sacramental Discipline, at a general meeting, held 
on the 15thof July, 1910, in order that the above-mentioned abuses 
might be removed and the children of tender years become at- 
tached to Jesus, live His life, and obtain assistance against the 
dangers of corruption, has judged it opportune to lay down the 
following form for admitting children to first Holy Communion to 
be observed everywhere : 

1. The age of discretion required both for confession and 
Communion is the time when the child begins to reason, that is 
about the seventh year, more or less. From this time on the 
obligation of satisfying the precept of both confession and Com- 
munion begins. 

2. Both for first confession and Communion a complete and 
perfect knowledge of Christian Doctrine is not necessary. The 
child will, however, be obliged to gradually learn the whole cate- 
chism according to its ability. 

3. The knowledge of Christian Doctrine required in children 
in order to be properly prepared for first Holy Communion is, that 
they understand according to their capacity those mysteries of 
Faith which are necessary as a means of salvation, that they be 
able to distinguish the Eucharist from common and material bread, 
and also approach the sacred table with the devotion becoming 
their age. 

4. The obligation of the precept of confession and Commun- 
ion which rests upon the child, falls back principally upon those 
in whose care they are, that is, parents, confessors, teachers and 
their pastors. It belongs to the father, however, or to the person 
taking his place, as also to the confessor, according to the Roman 
Catechism, to admit the child to first Holy Communion. 
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5. The pastors shall take care to announce and distribute 
general Communion once or several times a year to the children 
and on these occasions they shall admit not only first communi- 
cants, but also others, who with the consent of their parents or 
of the confessor, as has been said above, have already been ad- 
mitted to the sacred table before. For both classes several days 
of instruction and preparation shall precede. 

6. Those who have the care of children should use all dili- 
gence, so that after first Holy Communion the children shall often 
approach the holy table, even daily, if possible, as Jesus Christ 
and Mother Church desire, and that they do it with a devotion be- 
coming their age. They should bear in mind their most impor- 
tant duty, by which they are obliged to have the children present 
at the public instructions in catechism, otherwise they must apply 
this religious instruction in some other way. 

7. The custom of not admitting children to confession, or 
of not absolving them, is absolutely condemned. Wherefore the 
Ordinaries of places, using those means which the law gives them, 
shall see that it is done away with. 

8. Itisanutterly detestable abuse not to administer Viaticum 
and Extreme Unction to children having attained the use of reason 
and to bury them according to the manner of infants. The Or- 
dinaries of places shall proceed severely against those who do not 
abandon this custom. 

These resolutions of the Eminent Fathers, the Cardinals of 
this Sacred Congregation, have been approved by our most holy 
Lord, Pope Pius X., in an audience given on the seventh day of 
the current month, and he has commanded the present decree to 
be edited and promulgated. He has commanded all the Ordi- 
naries that the present decree should be made known not only to 
the pastors and the clergy, but also to the people, to whom it 
shall be read yearly, at Easter time, in the vernacular language . 
The Ordinaries themselves will be obliged at the end of every five 
years (together with the other affairs of their diocese) to give an 
account of the observance of this decree to the Holy See. 

Given in Rome at the residence of the same Sacred Congre- 
gration on the 8th day of August, 1910. 

D. Carb. FERRATA, Prefect. 


Joy for the Holy Father. 


The Holy Father has frequently shown how much he has at 
heart the Communions of children, and what joy it is for him, if the 
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Sacrament of Love is administered to innocent little ones. Here 
is an instance : 

When the Cardinals, during the Christmas holidays, tendered 
their good wishes and congratulations to Pius X. for the New 
Year, he thanked them heartily, then began a familiar conversa- 
tion. ‘The press,’’ he remarked, ‘‘has announced that today I 
would deliver a speech on politics. I shall, however, speak ona 
subject which has no connection with politics whatever.’’ There- 
upon His Holiness spoke about the decree of first Holy Commun- 
ion. Full of joy he referred to a number of letters he had received 
from children between the ages of seven and ten years, who had 
already been admitted to their first Holy Communion. 

Another example, illustrates how the Holy Father himself, 
practically applied this decree of first Holy Communion. 

A French lady, the mother of two little boys, aged respectively 
six and eight years, recently made a visit to Rome with her chil- 
dren, anticipating for the elder the privilege of receiving his first 
Holy Communion at the hands of the Holy Father. On the eve 
of the “‘great day,’’ Madame N. and her little boys were admitted 
to a private audience. 

On presenting her children to the Pope to receive his blessing, 
the mother said, pointing to Louis, the elder, ‘“‘This little boy, 
your Holiness, hopes to make his first Holy Communion at your 
Mass tomorrow morning.’’—‘‘And what about this little fellow?’’ 
asked Pius X., laying his hand in blessing on the head of “‘little 
John.’’—‘‘Oh, he, your Holiness, is too young as yet to aspire to 
that great privilege !’’ The Pope seemed not to heed her words; 
but, drawing the little fellow gently to his side, said to him, ‘“Who 
is it, my child, that dwells behind the little golden door of the 
Tabernacle and that comes to us in Holy Communion?’’—“‘The 
good God,’’ came the answer from the childish lips. 

The Pope asked a few other questions, all of which must 
have been answered to his entire satisfaction; for his kind face 
beamed with pleasure as he said, ‘You, too, my dear child, will 
make your first Holy Communion at my Mass tomorrow morning, 
with your brother.”’ 


Everybody is highly pleased with our book ‘“‘“FATHER PAUL 
OF MOLL”. If you have not yet procured a copy, do not fail to 
do so at once. A most interesting and edifying work, also ap- 
propriate for a feast-day gift. Price only $1.00. 





Che Blessed Virgin’s Lily. 





Dedicated to Christian youths and maidens. 

) HE lily is the symbol of purity, innocence and virginity. 

It is therefore often seen in pictures of the Blessed Vir- 
gin. A pious client of Mary, in 1832, placed a lily into 
the hands of an image of the Blessed Virgin, in a little 
chapel, at Zell, Tyrol. The blossom soon faded, but on the feast 
of the Holy Rosary, it bloomed again and became as fresh as 
ever. This wonderful condition lasted several weeks, and thou- 
sands came to Zell to witness the miracle. The occurrence was 
investigated and publicly attested, both by civil and ecclesiastical 
authorities. 

To Mary may be applied the words of the Canticle of Can- 
ticles: ‘‘I am the flower of the field, and the lily of the valleys.”’ 
Mary was the first lily of virginity that ever bloomed in this valley 
of tears, for she was the first to make the vow of perpetual chas- 
tity, which previously had been unknown to mankind. Noman, 
nay, not even the highest of the seraphim, can comprehend or 
speak worthily of the purity of the Blessed Virgin. Her wonder- 
ful purity drew the Son of God into her virginal womb. Saint 
Augustine says so beautifully: ‘‘A virgin conceived, a virgin 
brought forth, and after childbirth remained a virgin.’’ St. Anselm 
says, that next to God no one is as pure as Mary, and no one 
greater can be imagined than she, whom the Heavenly Father 
intended to be the Mother of His only begotten Son. Mary is 
that house which Eternal Wisdom itself has built. She is that 
wonderful tabernacle, formed and adorned by the Holy Ghost. 

According to the teachings of the holy fathers, not only was 
she exempt from every stain of original sin, but also from every 
possibility of committing sin. To Mary’s soul an impure thought 
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or image never found access. She never had the slightest incli- 
nation to sin, nor was she in the least susceptible to interior sinful 
suggestions. And if the devil dared approach her exteriorly, she 
crushed his venemous head. The Blessed Virgin was not only 
most pure herself but also inspired with that sublime virtue those 
to whom it was vouchsafed to gaze upon her. Weare told by 
the holy fathers and by tradition, that Mary was inexpressibly 
beautiful, and that her countenance emitted a mysterious lustre, 
yet her marvelous beauty never occasioned in man any improper 
thoughts or imaginations. Ah, how much the lily in the hands 
of the most pure Virgin signifies. It should ever remind us to 
live a life of innocence and holiness. 


Mary, the Banner-carrier of Virgins. 


St. Ambrose gives Mary the title of Banner-carrier of Virgins, 
because she was the first to unfurl and uplift the banner of vir- 
ginity. Marysowed the first seed whence sprouted the numberless 
pure souls that bloom like lilies in the garden of the Church. The 
Queen of angels peopled the earth with angels in flesh, to fill the 
vacancies in heaven. The holy fathers call souls that are pure 
and virginal, the angels of the earth. St. John Chrysostom says: 
“It is more meritorious to be a virgin than an angel, because 
angels are spirits and not capable of losing their virginity, but 
virgins preserve it regardless of the temptations of the flesh and 
the devil.’’ 

Scarcely had the holy Church been established, when the 
example of the most pure Virgin induced many to choose a life of 
virginity. Great numbers of these cheerfully endured cruel tort- 
ures and martyrdom, rather than renounce their fidelity to their 
divine Spouse. St. Paul was condemned to death by Nero for 
the reason, also, that he strenghtened in their chastity, several 
young maidens upon whom the emperor had cast his sensual eyes. 
By command of the emperor, St. John the Evangelist was thrown 
into a caldron of boiling oil, from which he came forth unhurt. 
His supposed crime consisted in proclaiming the excellence of 
virginity. What excruciating tortures were endured by those hero- 
ic spouses of Christ, St. Cecilia, St. Agnes, St. Lucy, St. Agatha, 
and St. Catherine! The fathers of the Church relate wonderful 
things, and have written volumes concerning the prerogatives of 
virginity. But scarcely had the persecutions of the first Chris- 
tians ceased, then the number of these angels in flesh greatly 
increased. 
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In Egypt, in a single city, there dwelt at one time 20,000 
virgins and 10,000 monks who sang the praises of God day and 
night. Thus has it been throughout the centuries of the Church. 
Who can count the millions of souls in the cloisters all over the 
world during the last fifteen centuries! Who could count the 
millions of virginal priests down to our own days! And thus it 
will continue to the end of the world. The seed, which has been 
sown in the Church by Mary, Queen of virgins, will ever continue 
to bring forth new lilies. Yea, we are approaching times when 
there will be still more virgins than ever before, on account of the 
early, frequent, even daily Communions of so many children. 


Great Joy for Mary. 


We can give no greater proof of our love for Mary, the most 
pure Virgin, nor afford her greater joy, than by imitating her 
chastity, and resolving to lead a pure, virginal life. Mary calls 
those souls blessed, who strive to practice her virtues. “Now 
therefore, ye children, blessed are they that keep my ways’”’ 
(Prov. viii. 32). St. Chrysostom admonishes us that if we truly 
love Mary, we should try to imitate her, as we can render her no 
greater service. Mary is the most perfect image of her Son, who 
loves pure virginal souls to such an extent, that He desired to have 
a virgin for His Mother, and for this purpose wrought the most 
astonishing miracle at His Incarnation. St. Joseph, His foster- 
father led a life of virginity; likewise His precursor, St. John the 
Baptist, and the disciple whom He loved. In the holy Sacrifice, 
He wishes to be offered by virginal priests; in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment He desires to be surrounded by virginal souls, who constantly 
honor and adore Him. Pure virginal souls are furthermore the 
favorite children of Mary, and form her court in heaven and on 
earth. 

We read in the lives of many saints, that the Blessed Virgin 
appeared to them accompanied by numberless virgins. She ap- 
peared in this manner to St. Stanislaus Kostka at the hour of his 
death. Our Lord said to St. Mechtilde: ‘‘No creature in heaven 
or on earth is dearer to Me than a pure, chaste soul.’’ Virginal 
souls therefore, should strive with all possible care, to preserve 
and nurture this angelic virtue for love of Mary. How well this 
was realized by St. Aloysius. When he lived in Florence, he 
often prayed before the miraculous image of the Heavenly Mother, 
in the magnificent church of the Annunciation. Here, an uncon- 
querable longing took possession of his heart, always to cherish 
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love and fidelity towards the Queen of Heaven. [By an interior 
inspiration he understood that he could in no way please her 
more, than by imitating as far as possible, her virginal purity, 
and in her honor, vowing perpetual chastity. St. Aloysius fol- 
lowed the divine inspiration, and while praying before the mi- 
raculous image, offered to God and the Blessed Mother, his vow 
of perpetual chastity, at the age of nine years. Through this 
vow, he obtained a grace which has been vouchsafed to but few 
of the saints. It was the cause of his great glory in heaven and 
on earth.—However, anyone desiring to make the vow of virgin- 
ity in honor of the Mother of God, may do so, only with permis- 
sion of a devout and prudent confessor. 


The Lily of Purity Must Be Placed into the Rands of Mary. 


Often we see in pictures, a youth ora maiden kneeling before 
a statue of the Blessed Virgin, and handing her a lily. Sucha 
representation signifies that our chastity should be consecrated 
and offered to Mary. Chaste, virginal souls are the special in- 
heritance of Mary, the purest of virgins. They are the most ten- 
derly loved of her children, they have a particular claim to her 
maternal love. It is true, Mary loves all souls, but has spécial 
preference for virgins. Mary nourishes all the flowers in the 
garden of the Church, however, she watches with particular care 
over the lilies, that they may not be crushed by Satan. Without 
having great love and devotion towards the Heavenly Mother, it 
is almost impossible for anyone to preserve holy chastity. St. 
Francis de Sales says, ‘‘Chastity is a timid, a tender, a shy and 
an angelic virtue. A single word suffices to cause it dismay, one 
glance can terrify it, and in one unfortunate moment, this precious 
treasure may be irrecoverably lost.’’ 

Oh, how many young men and young women resolved to 
preserve their purity, but lost all! Saints, who during the time 
of their youth won glorious victories, and even wrought miracles, 
fell, through the wiles of Satan, most miserably. It was revealed 
to Ven. Mary of Agreda, that the evil spirit wages war against 
chaste souls with frightful rage. In his wicked craftiness he pre- 
pares thousands of snares to bring about their fall, and frequently 
transforms himself into an angel of light. In regard to chastity 
the soul may be compared to a person who carries a precious 
treasure through a forest infested by robbers. In our temptations 
against this angelic virtue we must continually invoke the pro- 
tection of the Blessed Virgin, if we wish to conquer the devil. 
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Whosoever takes refuge to Mary, will be safe from the attacks of 
the evil one. It is, moreover, an excellent habit to pray three 
Hail Marys every morning and evening, in honor of the Immacu- 
late Virgin, for the grace of preserving holy chastity. 


The Vow of Chastity Should Often Be Renewed. 


Even in the first centuries of christendom there were many 
who, imitating the example of the Blessed Virgin, made the vow 
of chastity. Numberless persons have since then made this vow, 
both in religious orders and in the world. The vow of chastity 
is inexpressibly pleasing to God and His Immaculate Mother, and 
draws precious graces upon the soul. It is also very meritorious 
often to renew this holy vow. St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi tells 
us how pleasing this practice is to God. She says that it gives 
as much joy to Mary, as though she herself were renewing her 
vow of virginity, and is a source of joy to all the angels and 
saints. Moreover it is a cause of rejoicing to the choirs of virgins, 
who intone a new canticle when they behold that virtue flourish, 
which on earth they loved so much. We read in the life of St. 
Alphonsus Rodriguez, a lay-brother of the Society of Jesus, that 
he renewed his vows every day. It was also revealed to him 
what complacency God takes in this devotion, and the great 
benefit the soul derives from it. At one time he heard a voice 
saying: “Alphonsus, persevere in the practice of renewing your 
vows and all will be well with you.’’ St. Francis Xavier fre- 
quently renewed his vows, and often told his brethren, that the 
daily renewal of the holy vows is the best means of defense 
against the snares and attacks of the wicked enemy. It is, there- 
fore, advisable to renew the vow of chastity in temptations 
against this virtue. To those who have made this vow, it will be 
very beneficial if they daily renew it with great devotion before 
an image of the Blessed Virgin. Let us not fail to give Mary the 
additional joy and token of our affection by reciting every day 
the following indulgenced prayer: ‘‘Heart of Jesus, victim of 


love, make me a living and holy sacrifice to Thee, and pleasing 
to God.’’ (50 days’ indulgence every time, Pius X., Feb. 27, 1907.) 


The Heavenly Manna, the Gift of the Blessed Virgin. 


The Blessed Sacrament is the heavenly manna, the bread of 
angels; it is capable of transforming men into angels of purity. 
By its divine power, hosts of new angels, that is virginal souls, 
are created and preserved. It is the wine producing virgins. The 
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marvels of virginity in the New Law, the numberless heroic deeds 
of consummate purity, are due solely to the power of this most 
Holy Sacrament. Through the Blessed Sacrament, souls become 
strong as lions, and are enabled to fight gloriously in the battle 
against flesh and blood, and thereby obtain the crown of an un- 
bloody martyrdom. Frequent Holy Communion is the most 
efficacious means to lead a pure, virginal life. This doctrine is 
taught by the Church and Holy Scripture, and is verified by the 
experience of all directors of souls. But let us not forget that 
the Holy Eucharist is the gift of the Blessed Virgin. The words 
of St. Bernard may here be applied, “‘God desired that all things 
should be given us through Mary.’’ By consenting to the mys- 
tery of the Incarnation, she also consented that her divine Son 
should become our Eucharistic food. A great theologian says, 
‘The Blessed Virgin has prepared for us from her most pure flesh 
and blood, that living bread which came from heaven.’’ It is the 
self-same Jesus Whom she brought forth at Bethlehem. Mary 
is, in truth, the Mother of the holy Sacrament. Yea, the whole 
Eucharistic kingdom proceeded from Mary: Jesus, the King of 
the Eucharist, all the numberless priests, holy Masses and Com- 
munions, are the fruit of the Mother of God. As Mary is the por- 
tal of heaven, so she is the portal of the tabernacle; for it is through 
her mediation that we are admitted to this heavenly banquet. 
Mary invites the soul saying, ‘‘Come, eat my bread, and drink the 
wine which I have mingled’’ (Prov. 9, 5). Mary has prepared a 
great feast for pure souls; for the bliss and joy imparted to them 
in this divine Sacrament are inexpressible. Mary leads souls to 
Holy Communion, especially on her feast-days. Let us pray ear- 
nestly to Mary for the grace of ardent love and devotion towards 
the Blessed Sacrament, and let us always think of her in connec- 
tion with this divine Mystery. 


Che Lily among Thorns. 


The Holy Ghost says of Mary: “‘As the lily among thorns, 
so is My love among the Daughters.’’ The lily, this magnificent 


flower, does not thrive and bloom in public highways or thorough- 
fares, where it would be crushed, nor in hard, coarse soil, for 
there it would soon wilt. This beautiful flower is found bloom- 
ing in secluded, mild and sunny spots or in enclosed gardens, 
Such was Mary, the purest of virgins. Her abode was the house 
of her parents, the temple, her oratory, where she contemplated 
God and His divine works. She appeared in public only when 
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duty or charity required it. In like manner, every soul that de- 
sires to preserve its innocence, must follow the example of the 
most pure Virgin Mary, and as much as possible, avoid the world 
and its deceitful pleasures. These souls must prefer to live in re- 
tirement and seclusion; they should consider well the words of 
the Holy Spirit: ‘“‘My son, if sinners shall entice thee, consent 
not to them.’’ The paternal roof, the church, constant occupa- 
tion, protect innocence. Flee from the world, in order that you 
may escape its ruin. The deceitful world will lavish flattery, 
praise and admiration upon you; it will make fair promises and 
present you with gifts. But do not forget the words of Holy 
Scripture: ‘‘An enemy speaketh sweetly with his lips; do not sin 
to please him.’’ Alas, how easily the precious robe of innocence 
is lost! Hell has a thousand agents, who are active everywhere, 
especially in ball-rooms and dancing-halls. 

One time a devout young girl went to confession to the Blessed 
Cure of Ars. He asked her whether she had not once attended a 
ball, She answered in the affirmative. The saintly priest then 
said, ‘‘On that occasion, a handsome young man, whom no one 
knew (it was supposed to have been the evil spirit ), presented him- 
self in the ball-room, and danced with all the young ladies. You 
were the only one he did not ask, which at the time greatly vexed 
you. He would not dance with you, because you wore the Blessed 
Virgin’s habit, the holy scapular. For this reason he could not 
approach you.’’—Later on this girl became a religious. Saint 
Ephrem, therefore, says, ‘‘At dances, the devil celebrates a feast.’’ 
Another Saint says, ‘“The dance is a demon’s play, a pest of the 
soul, the certain destruction of innocence, a friendship of diabolic 
spirits.’’ 

No less dangerous for pure souls are prolonged courtships. 
A certain writer calls them, ‘‘bites of the infernal serpent,’’ and 
St. Jerome says they are “‘the last agony of dying chastity.’’ Oh, 
how cautious a chaste soul must be in associating with the oppo- 
site sex. How easily is not straw ignited if it is near fire; there 
is also danger when young people of both sexes come together. 
Moreover, a girl should never show pleasure or laugh at immodest 
words or jests, as this would give the evil one a hold; it would be 
a victory for hell which gradually will be followed by greater ones. 
The same may be applied to the reading of immoral books. Num- 
berless souls have lost their innocence and now burn in hell on 
account of reading such literature. 

Would that pure souls could realize, before losing it, the in- 
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estimable value of holy chastity. ‘‘Oh how beautiful is the chaste 
generation with glory, for the memory thereof is immortal; be- 
cause it is known both with God, and with men’’ (1. Wisd. i. 4). 
Purity is the beginning here on earth of the life of heaven; it isa 
state of inexpressible happiness for man, an honor, a dignity, a 
nobility without comparison. Purity is the bridal robe of Mary 
and of her favorite children. It is the flower of religion, the glory 
of the Church, the image of heaven, the sister of angels, the friend 
of God. O purity, how glorious a crown of immortality awaits 
thee! 


What a Patient, Pious Wife Zan Achieve. 





A good and pious woman had an irreligious, worldly-minded 
husband. One evening being in the saloon, and carousing until a 
late hour, as usual, he remarked to his comrades that he undoubt- 
edly has the best of wives, if only she would not pray so much. 
He made a bet, that if at this hour they would accompany him to 
his home, and he would arouse his wife from sleep and demand 
that she prepare supper for them she would immediately do so 
without a complaint or any sign of dissatisfaction. His comrades 
declared such a thing impossible and agreed to the bet. 

Then the whole company started out, making a great noise 
along the street, and finally reached the house of the good woman. 
They knocked at the door, ordered her to arise immediately and 
give them a good supper. With a gentle, pleasant countenance 
she came down stairs, and having heard her husband’s wish, at 
once went to the kitchen to prepare the meal. Ina short time it 
was ready to be served. The rude, uncultered guests were aston- 
ished beyond expression, in beholding such patience. 

The good woman’s husband, however, seemed to have 
been transformed into another man. He became thoughtful and 
earnest, and his depraved heart was deeply touched. His com- 
panions having departed, he shed bitter tears of sorrow on account 
of his past conduct, asked his wife to forgive him, and promised 
to change his life. Hebecame a new, a better man, a true Chris- 


tian, conquered by the unconquerable love and patience of his 
wife. Alban Stolz. 


os 


Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decree of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the: 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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OUR SEVENTH VOLUME. 


Wit8 this May issue, ““TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY,” 
begins the seventh year of its publication. As had been 
mentioned in the March number, our periodical will in future 
appear eight times a year, instead of six times, as formerly, how- 
ever, without the subscription rate being raised. 

“TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY” will henceforth be issued 
for May, June, August, October, November, January, February, 
and March. The esteemed reader will, therefore, be given a peri- 
odical of nearly 300 pages annually, for the small sum of 50 cts. 
The contents of our publication is carefully prepared, written in 
simple style easily understood by all, and is encouraging and in- 
structive in the most important matters of our Christian life. At 
the request of many of our subscribers, we will, from time to 
time, enclose in the booklet a statement, showing how far their 
subscription is in arrears. As soon as possible, four additional 
pages will be added, which will be at the service of the advertiser. 

Assist us, therefore, dear reader, in circulating ““Tabernacle 
and Purgatory”’ and to gain new subscribers. You will thereby 
share in all the good that is effected by the booklet. During May 
and June we will give the following premiums: 


LIST OF PREMIUMS. 


For 1 new subscriber, we willsend the book, ‘‘Inspiring Words 
of the Blessed Cure of Ars’’; an excellent and instructive book for 
young and old. 

For 2 new subscribers, two pictures: either ‘‘Heart of Jesus’’ 
and ‘‘Eece Homo”’ or, *‘Agony of Our Lord’’ and ‘‘Sorrowful Mother.”’ 

For 5 new subseribers, a pearl rosary, with gold chain and 
cross. 

For 10 new subscribers, an amethyst, jet or garnet rosary, with 
gold chain and cross. 

The names of the new subscribers must always be accom- 
panied by the subscription fee. 

It will afford us much pleasure to send a great number of 
premiums to our esteemed friends and readers. 


The Sacrament of Satan. 





Earnest words were spoken from the pulpit by the renowned 
P. Loeffler, S, J., at the cathedral of Ratisbon. He said: “I ask 
this modern blasphemous press, this worthless literature with 
all its illustrated and non-illustrated productions, which com- 
poses sin, prints sin, publishes sin, defends sin, buys and sells 
sin, distributes sin, reads sin—and which places civilized human- 
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ity in a state of rottenness—I ask: Is it not the sacrament of 
Satan ?’’—How sad that Catholics receive it, pay for it, distribute 
it. Is it a wonder then that they are cold and disgusted with the 
Sacrament of Love, with our Eucharistic God? 


Words of the Angelic Doctor, $t. Thomas, 
Regarding the Blessed Virgin. 





‘‘Even in her conception, Mary possessed more abundance of 
grace, than all other creatures. Although in her conception she 
was not yet united with Christ by her maternity, nevertheless, by 
divine predestination she was destined for a higher dignity than 
other creatures, and for this reason she was prepared in her con- 
ception by the plenitude of grace.’’ 

‘“Mary never committed sin, that the words of Holy Scripture 
might be verified in her: ‘Thou art all fair, O my love, and there 
is no spot in thee.’ ”’ 

““‘When the Blessed Virgin conceived the Son of God, such 
a fullness of grace was infused into her, that she was incapable of 
committing sin.’’ 

*‘Mary was far more intimately united with God than any 
angel: God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost, the 
entire Blessed Trinity was with her. For this reason the Church 
sings of Mary: ‘Thou art the precious temple of the most Holy 
Trinity.’ ’’ 

“Inasmuch as the Blessed Virgin is the Mother of God, she 
possesses infinite dignity from an infinite Good, Who is God, and 
nothing better can be imagined than she, as nothing better can 
be imagined than God.”’ 


Form and Appearance of the Mother of God. 





St. Bonaventure addresses the Blessed Virgin thus: ‘‘Thou 
surpassest all women in beauty of flesh, thou surpassest all angels 
and archangels in excellence of chastity. ”’ 

Regarding the heavenly beauty of our Lady, the ancient his- 
torian Nicephorus gives the following account : 
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*‘She was of medium stature, although some persons declare 
that she was considerably taller. Her complexion reminded one 
of the color of wheat. Her hair was blonde; her eyes clear and 
bright, with gracefully curvedeyebrows. Her nose was somewhat 
extended and perfectly shaped, her lips rosy, and her countenance 
oval. The Blessed Virgin contented herself to wear an undyed 
garment, as may be seen to this day by the veil she wore. Brief- 
ly said, she was in every respect full of heavenly charm and beauty.”’ 

According to an old tradition, the Mother of God wore a 
white veil, a red upper-garment, a blue woolen mantel, a simple 
girdle around her waist, and sandals on her feet. At the present 
time, the women of Nazareth are still similarly clad. 


On account of unforeseen circumstances, the completion of our 
new high altar, for the solemn and perpetual adoration of the 
most Blessed Sacrament, has taken a long time. After many a 
weary hour of waiting, in which our patience was tried to the ut- 
most, we are now happy to inform our dear readers, that the high 
altar is at last completed. It is a beautiful work of art, simple, 
but made of the best material. The exposition throne is magnif- 
icent; one involuntarily marvels that such an exquisite piece of 
workman-ship can be produced in our days. Now, there is still 
needed an article of great importance, a monstrance to correspond 
to the beautiful exposition throne. 

We feel certain that some of our readers whom God has 
blessed with temporal goods, will! consider it an honor and a priv- 
ilege to contribute towards a monstrance for the perpetual ado- 
ration of the Blessed Sacrament. Without doubt, lovers of the 
most Holy Eucharist will welcome this opportunity to contribute 
their mite for so sublime a purpose, and which will enable them 
to give in a manner that the left hand does not know what the 
right is doing. This is exceedingly pleasing to the Sacred Heart. 
The monstrance will be ready for Christmas, and in tbe mean- 
time every offering will be gratefully accepted. 

About fifteen years ago, our Rev. Chaplain was in Paris, visit- 
ing the Fathers of the most Blessed Sacrament. The kind sac- 
ristan showed him the treasures of the church and drew his 
attention to the grand monstrance above the high altar. This 
monstrance, the donation of a devout lady, was about eight feet 
high, all silver, and weighed probably 1000 pounds. Within this 
large monstrance, there was placed a smaller one containing the 
sacred host. The sacristan mentioned, that the smaller mon- 
strance represented the value of 80,000 francs. It is true, we can 
not think of getting a monstrance like that, but we intend to 
have one of silver, that will in some manner harmonize with the 
exposition throne. 











The Blessed among Women. 





N hersublime canticle, the ‘*./agnificat,” the Blessed Virgin, 
enlightened by the Holy Ghost, foretold that all genera- 
tions should call her blessed. This prophecy has been ful- 
==) filled in the Catholic Church, and will daily be carried into 

effect to the end of the world. Since the days of the apostles, all 
devoted children of Mary, all faithful servants of the Queen of 
Heaven, have unceasingly praised and glorified their Blessed Moth- 
er, have extolled her prerogatives, graces and virtues, and mag- 
nified her incomparable dignity and beauty. Their hearts over- 
flowed with love and admiration and they were unable to find 
words, sufficiently to express their sentiments when contemplating 
the interior and exterior beauty of their glorious Mother. 

To this ardent desire of proving their love for Mary, to this 
holy rivalry of praising and honoring her, we are indebted for the 
most beautiful sermons of saintly and enthusiastic priests, for the 
most magnificent canticles of pious poets, for the sweetest and 
most harmonious melodies of devout composers, for the most in- 
spiring writings and books of learned men, for the masterpieces 
of Christian painters, for the magnificent temples and chapels 
of famous architects. The faithful servants of the Queen of Heav- 
en were not content to praise her with heart and lips, nay, the 
lifeless colors and stones should proclaim her praises and announce 
her glory. What else are the magnificent pictures of our Lady, 
and her splendid chapels and churches, but songs of praise, to 
her, ‘‘the blessed among women.”’ 

Christian soul, wilt thou not likewise join in this universal 
eulogy, this outburst of praise to the Queen of Heaven? Do not 
fear that it might be detrimental to the praise and glory of the 
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Triune God. All honor, praise and glory that you offer Mary, 
you give to God Himself, Who has exalted Mary, and made her 
so excellent. Yea, God even desires that we render her homage. 
Did He not commission one of the highest of His angels to salute 
her as blessed? Did not the Holy Ghost, as St. John Damescene 
says, announce before her birth, the beauty and splendor of His 
most chaste spouse, by the mouth of the prophets, by most won- 
derful and sublime figures, symbols and sayings? And is it not the 
same Holy Ghost Who inspires the holy Church in her praises of 
the Blessed Virgin? Moreover, when you honor and praise the 
Mother of God, you but imitate what the saints have done at all 
times. 

‘May All Creatures Praise Thee!’’ 


The apostle St. James, whose heart abounded in love and 
veneration to the Mother of God, prescribed in his liturgy for 
celebrating Mass, that the priest make a commemoration of the 
Blessed Virgin before the consecration ‘‘to the holy, immaculate, 
glorious, blessed and most venerable Lady;’’ and after the con- 
secration, the choir was to respond to the priest: “‘It is right and 
just, that we confess thee to be the immaculate Mother of our 
God, more venerable than the cherubim, and more glorious than 
the seraphim. ..Oh, may all creatures praise thee !’’ 

A great number of holy fathers of the Church, among them 
St. Gregory, St. Methodius, St. Athanasius, St. Ephrem, St. Basil, 
St. Epiphanius, St. Ambrose, St. Jerome, and St. Anselm, have 
in glowing terms praised and glorified the Blessed Virgin, and 
invited their hearers to do likewise. 

St. Bonaventure, who had been Minister General of the Friars 
Minor, requested his monks, when preaching, frequently to speak 
of the greatness and sublimity of the Mother of God. He himself 
did this whenever an occasion presented itself; he wrote a book 
in her honor and made the remarkable utterance: ‘‘Blessed by 
God will all be who praise thy greatness, O Mary!”’ 

St. Alphonsus Liguori preached on the glories of Mary every 
Saturday, and directed that the priests of his Order should speak 
about her prerogatives, virtues and privileges at all their missions. 

St. Dominic was no less enthusiastic in bestowing eulogies on 
the Blessed Mother. By introducing the devotion of the rosary, 
he placed an immortal crown of praise and glory upon the head 
of the Queen of Heaven. BI. Alanus and St. Bernadin, who were 
both members of the Dominican Order, began and concluded all 
their sermons with praises of the Mother of God. 
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St. Bernard, who announced the glories of our Lady in terms 
of highest enthusiasm, may truly be called the champion of the 
glorious Mother of God. His words wonderfully touch the heart, 
inflame it with ardent love, and unroll before the eyes of the 
spirit, a picture of the Blessed Virgin, in which a world of beauty 
and magnificence lies concealed. 

Nor were holy women wanting in their eulogies of the Queen 
of Heaven. From the chaste lips of countless numbers of women 
and virgins, the praises of their Queen ascended heavenward day 
and night. And the canticles which were begun by the multi- 
tudes of elect here on earth, are now being continued by them 
in union with the angels in heaven. 


Very Consoling for the Cempted and for Sinners. 





EVEREND P. ZucuHI, who died the latter part of the 17th 
century, has left us several examples, of persons, who, 
on account of an apparently insignificant devotion which 
they had practiced to the Blessed Virgin, were miracu- 

lously saved. One day a young cavalier came to him to go to 
confession. He had previously traveled around the world, and 
had come in contact with infidels and heretics. Owing to their 
evil influence, the young man fell into all vices, especially that 
of impurity. Father Zuchi received him with paternal love and 
treated him as a prodigal son, who, having lived among unclean 
animals, finally recognized his error, and returned truly contrite. 
Being well aware of the great weakness of human nature after 
having been the slave of sin so long a time, the priest told his 
penitent not to be discouraged, even though he should relapse 
into his former sins, but to come to confession again, as he would 
always willingly hear him. The young man promised to follow 
his advice, and sometime later returned. But having been so 
strongly bound with the fetters of his evil habits, there seemed 
little hope of amendment. 

Father Zuchi’s great compassion for the unfortunate man, 
urged him to recommend his penitent to the care of the Blessed 
Virgin, the refuge of sinners. Finding that the cavalier always 
repeated the same sins, his confessor said to him: “‘My son, in 
order that you may conquer your evil habits and save your soul, 
I will give you the Blessed Virgin for your Queen and your Mother. 
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If you are willing truly to be her servant and son, she will protect 
and aid you to change your life. As a sign of acceptance, pray 
a Hail Mary in honor of her virginal purity, every morning as 
soon as you awake, and add the following short prayer : ‘My Queen, 
my Mother, I give myself entirely to thee; and to show my devo- 
tion to thee, I consecrate to thee this day my eyes, my ears, my 
mouth, my heart, my whole being without reserve. Wherefore, 
good Mother, as I am thine own, keep me, guard me, as thy prop- 
erty and possession.’ Say the same prayers every evening before 
retiring, and kiss the floor three times. Whenever you notice the 
approach of temptation say immediately : ‘My Queen, my Mother, 
remember that Iam thine; keep me, guard me as thy property 
and possession.’’’—Well pleased with so simple a remedy from 
such a good physician, the young man cheerfully promised to make 
use of it. A few days later he started on a long journey. 

After four years he returned, and again came to make his con- 
fession. This time P. Zuchi thought he was hearing the confes- 
sion of a saint, and in great astonishment asked whence came so 
marvelous a change. Amidst tears of gratitude, the young man 
replied, ‘‘From the devotion to the Blessed Virgin which you 
taught me to practice. When I recommended myself to her as 
her property in time of temptation, I felt she gave me courage 
and strength to conquer, and I never again consented to sin.’’ 
He then requested his confessor to tell others what the _ Immacu- 
late Mother had done for him, that they likewise might be bene- 
fited by this devotion. 

Just the Uery Devotion. 

P. Zuchi relates that one time he mentioned this fact, when 
preaching a Lenten sermon outside of Rome, and providentially 
a certain captain was present who had been enticed into the snares. 
of a woman. The practice recommended by P. Zuchi, pleased 
him very much, as he considered it just the very devotion for a sol- 
dier, because it was short and easy. He began to say the two 
prayers in honor of the Blessed Mother, earnestly desiring to 
amend his life. With the assistance of divine grace he succeeded 
so well, that even the sinful woman promised conversion. He 
made a sincere Easter confession, persevered in offering himself 
daily to the Mother of God, and in keeping his resolutions. 

Six months had happily elapsed, when one day the captain 
experienced a vehement desire to know whether his former ac- 
complice of sin had changed her life. Without perceiving the 
craft of the wicked enemy, who meant to seduce him under pre- 
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text of a good intention, he walked along the street where she 
lived. He found the door partly open, and not seeing anyone 
around, was about to enter, when he became conscious of a sinful 
emotion arising in his heart. He paused, raised his eyes to the 
Heavenly Mother and prayed interiorly, ‘‘O my Queen, help me, 
for I am in temptation.’’ Immediately he felt himself seized at 
the shoulders and forcibly lifted away, and by the same mysterious 
power, led to the threshold of his own house. Being released he 
looked about him, but saw no one. However, he firmly believed 
that on account of his devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
invisible hand of an angel aided him in the moment of danger, and 
saved his soul from destruction. 


Where Are You Going, Balthasar? 


During the life-time of the same P. Zuchi, a wealthy young 
nobleman, named Balthasar, resided in the city of Lucca, Italy. 
He had the misfortune of associating with evil companions, and 
naturally imitated their dissipated life. Father Caesar Franciotti, 
of the Congregation of the Mother of God, did his utmost to 
bring about his conversion. With much kindness he persuaded 
him to join a society of young people, that usually assembled on 
the feasts of the Blessed Virgin. At these meetings, the grace of 
God touched his heart, but scarcely had he stepped into the 
street, then all his good resolutions had vanished. One day he 
was again on his way to the gambling-house. While passing 
through the city, his glance fell on a statue of the Blessed Virgin, 
which was stationed over the entrance of achurch. As he had 
acquired a degree of love and devotion to the Mother of God 
at the meetings of the society, he stopped a moment to salute 
Mary. This slight homage to the Blessed Virgin, this short 
greeting, merited the young man’s salvation. At this very mo- 
ment, an interior voice seemed to say to him distinctly: ‘‘Where 
are you going, Balthasar? To gamble? Oh, togamble! Have you 
no better occupation? Unfortunate youth! do you think you have 
time to play when eternity is at stake? You are on your way to 
the gambling-house and in the meantime, Satan is gaming for your 
soul. It were better for you to weep over your sins, to cast your- 
self in contrite confession at the feet of a priest.’’ At the same 
time Balthasar felt inspired with such unusual fervor, that he said 
to himself, “‘All right, I shall not play today but go to Father 
Cesar and make a good confession.’’ Without delay he retraced 
his steps, called for the priest, made a general confession and 
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promised to change his life. He had hardly stepped out of the 
church, when his relatives surrounded him, and with expressions 
of great joy and surprise greeted him as though he had arisen 
from the dead. They were astonished to find him alive, and 
asked him how he had escaped the misfortune that befell all his 
comrades. Balthasar knew not what to make of their astonish- 
ment. But what was his amazement when he heard that the 
gambling-house, where his relatives supposed him to be, had just 
collapsed, and buried beneath its ruins all who had assembled there. 
The maimed and dead bodies were at that very time being drawn 
out from the debris. At this information, Balthasar was overcome 
with emotion, reflecting what a narrow escape he had and how 
near he came to die suddenly in his sins. He then realized that 
he had been saved through Mary, and in gratitude to her, soon 
afterwards joined the Congregation of the Mother of God, in 
which after a life of sanctity, he died an edifying death. 


Always Alone. 


Memories of a Ray of the Sun, 

am nothing but a little ray of the sun, always gay, always 
smiling, very inquisitive, a little indiscreet, for I slip 
through the holes of locks and penetrate everywhere, sing- 
ing a song to men that consoles and pleases them. Yet, 
one day I was sad, oh! so sad. I had entered into a church 
through a stained glass window, embroidering with beautiful re- 
flections the blue mantles and red robes of the saints, and I 
amused myself to spread upon the floor spots of gold and glitter- 
ing jewels, when I heard a sighing voice which said: ‘‘Always 
alone !’’ 

Whence did it come? I approached one statue after an- 
other. I made them a crown of gold which I embellished with 
saphires, rubies and emeralds. But in vain did I caress them and 
flatter them to elicit from them their secret. They remained 
mute and stiff like the sphinx. And once more the voice sounded : 
‘Always alone!’’ I shuddered and turned towards the Blessed 
Virgin, for I had heard the priests say that she was the Mother 
of Sorrows. Was it not she that complained thus? But her lips 
remained closed. I was quite puzzled and sad when the same 
complaint resounded once more. 
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I addressed St. Anthony and murmured into his ear: ‘‘Tell 
me who is complaining thus, that I may go and console him. 
They say that I am quite a success at that; do they not say of 
everything that gives joy, ‘It isa ray of thesun?’’’ St. Anthony 
smiled and pointed to the altar. And I heard the voice again: it 
came from the tabernacle. I understood it all. A world of sor- . 
rows, of contempt, of disdain, of love misunderstood, revealed 
itself to me in that complaint of the heavenly Prisoner. As my 
father, the sun, was obscured when he saw the King of nature 
suffer, so I began to faint when I listened to Him who said: “‘Al- 
ways alone !’’ 
Through reverence I began to withdraw, when Jesus said to 
me: ‘‘Ray of the sun, dear little creature, remain here that I 
may not be alone!’’ I tried to make myself as warm and bright 
as possible, for the tabernacle was cold and dark. But I felt that 
my warmth was not such as would give warmth to the heart of 
Jesus.—All at once the church began to be filled with men and 4 
women: it was a brilliant and noisy gathering. They sang beau- 
tiful airs that seemed to have been taken from an opera. The 
men were distracted, the women giggled and played with their 
fans. And Jesus said once more: ‘‘Always alone !”’ ? 
After the service, a poor child entered, knelt down before 
the altar and from his heart a ray came forth towards the Heart 
of Jesus. Oh, how clear and beautiful was that ray of a pure 
heart! I, a ray of the sun, understood that I was cold beside 
that ray and I softly retired from the tabernacle where Jesus smiled 
and was no longer alone. P. Ephrem, O.S.B. 


Prayer Books for First Communicants. 

Key of Heaven. Celluloid, chromo design of our Lord and 

St. John, gilt frame, with ‘Remembrance of First Holy Com- t 
’ munion’’ at bottom, gold roll, gilt edges and clasp, $1.25 

The Child’s Prayer Book. White leatherette, padded, silver 
and gold sides, gold edges, 50 cts. This book is suitable for chil- 
dren from seven to ten years. 

Gems of Prayer. A prayer book forall. Size 4% x 3% in. 
402 pages. Black leather binding, gilt edges, 80 cts. 

Key of Heaven. A complete prayer book for general use. 3 
Leather bindings, gilt edges, $1.00 to $1.60 
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Tafluence of Holy Women in the Church. 





i) HENEVER Christ’s kingdom on earth became involved in 
difficult circumstances, God availed Himself not only of 
holy priests, bishops and popes, but frequently of holy 
women, who powerfully exerted their influence upon 
the destiny of the Church. Ecclesiastical history affords most 
wonderful proofs of this fact. Saintly and renowned women, 
animated with apostolic zeal, have essentially influenced the in- 
terior life of the Church, as well as the most important public 
affairs of both Church and state. Having been supernaturally 
enlightened, their revelations abound with more divine wisdom, 
counsel, peace and consolation, than dozens of volumes written 
by the great and the wise. 

The learned Father Tanner, S. J., calls special attention to 
these holy women, who, in the course of centuries were to protect, 
renew and explain the teachings of Christ, which had been prop- 
agated so laboriously by the holy apostles.—But in our days, mod- 
ern critics are often heard to say, ‘“These are private revelations 
which can not be credited; the representatives of the teaching 
Church should oppose their publication, because they are harmful 
to the Catholic religion, and bring upon it the ridicule of its op- 
ponents, etc.’’ Nevertheless, the Catholic Church and the truly 
wise are of a different opinion. History gives abundant proofs, 
that frequently such private revelations and the devotions they 
recommended, imparted new vigor to languishing faith, and re- 
stored the kingdom of Christ. Even from a sense of gratitude 
for the services rendered to mankind, these private revelations of 
apostolic women should not be depreciated. 

Let us hear the opinions of great theologians. The saintly 
Father Faber says: “In regard to the revelations of women, we 
must observe the medium between cold indifference and credulous- 
ness. There are Catholics who are inclined to view everything in 
a cold, dry and doubtful manner, and who will not believe more 
than is absolutely necessary for their salvation. This propensity 
endangers the soul, because it is opposed to the disposition re- 
quired by the holy Gospel. To this class of persons, the revela- 
tions of saints are repulsive, often a source of scandal, whereas in 
the majority of pious Christians they produce an increase of divine 
love, a vivid comprehension of the mysteries of faith, contempt 
of the world, etc. Who is to be blamed for these contrary effects? 
The revelations or the persons who take scandal ?’’ 
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The Opinion of Learned and Holy Men. 

Bishop Sailer, in expressing his views concerning revelations 
to holy souls, writes the following: ‘‘Of one thing I am convinced : 
The fruit is excellent and ripe; you may condemn the tree, I will 
enjoy the fruit. You may deny the influence of the sun, on the 
ripening fruit, viz., the heavenly communications, but I persist in A 
saying: the fruit is heavenly, therefore, heavenly influences could 
not have been lacking.” 

St. Francis de Sales says, ‘‘Righteous and pious souls willing- 
ly believe things that redound to the glory of religion; they believe 
them all the more joyfully, the more incredible they appear.’’ 

The renowned Fenelon writes: ‘“‘Ought we to be ashamed, in 
praise and honor of divine grace, to confess what it has effected 
in the hearts of holy women? May God preserve me from express- 
ing confidence in vain, empty visions; but may He likewise pre- 
serve me from hesitating to believe when He desires to reveal 
Himself, and from denouncing as fabulous, the miracles He effects 
in His saints. It is precisely the sad condition of our times that + 
necessitates such communications, in order that the extinguishing 
flame of faith may be re-enkindled. Alas, has it come to this, that 
in the assembly of God’s children, one is no longer permitted to 
make known the gifts of their Heavenly Father? Why this in- 
credulous smile, this unbecoming irritability, when mention is 
made of what the hand of God has done and His lips have spoken ? 
Woe to worldly wisdom, which prevents us from relishing that 
which comes from the Holy Ghost! O ye short-sighted spirits, 
who are scandalized at the very word, miracle or revelation! Be- 
come simple, become little, become children ; humble yourselves, 
ye proud souls, if you wish to enter the kingdom of heaven.’’ Thus 
speaks the learned Bishop Fenelon. 


Great Men of Our Days. 


Dom Gueranger, in referring to the book of St. Elizabeth, 
written by Montalembert, expressed himself thus: “‘Only too 
often there have been Catholics who supposed that their designs 
could be accomplished by means of consideration, circumspection ! 
and forbearance; howéver, their efforts were fruitless. Any one 
who writes a book must by no means be afraid of being reproached 
for mysticism.”’ 

Bishop Ullathorne of Birmingham says: ‘‘There is a faith 
which seeks its support solely in the declarations of the Church, 
and there is also a faith that hearkens to the slightest sound coming 
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from heaven. Only too willingly the former is inclined to criticize 
the point of view assumed by the latter, and this is deplorable.’’ 

The learned and holy Louis Blosius read the revelations of 
St. Gertrude twelve times a year, and found light and consolation 
inthem. In the highly esteemed writings of Lancicius, many 
passages occur that are taken from revelations of holy women. 

The works of St. Alphonsus are filled with enthusiasm for 
the revelations of holy women. Louis de Ponte exclaims, “‘How 
great a lustre is reflected upon the world, by the booklet of such 
a holy woman, a greater lustre than by all the works of philoso- 
phers.’’ He was wont to say that he hoped to merit the glories 
of heaven especially by recording such revelations. 

Our Lord said to St. Mechtilde: ‘I am sending these reve- 
lations to all spiritual persons, and desire that they read them.’’ 
St. Bridget was commanded by God to write down the revelations 
made to her, in order that they might touch those who are no 
longer effected by Holy Scripture. Our Lord promised special 
graces to all who read the revelations of St. Gertrude. 

As God has visibly punished those who ridiculed such heav- 
enly communications, so He likewise has promised a great reward 
to all who propagate them. Our Savior said to St. Marina: “‘I 
will reward the person who records your revelations for every 
letter he writes, not with gold and silver, but with imperishable 
treasures.’’ 

A learned Prior of Sweden accompanied St. Bridget to Rome 
and to the Holy Land, remaining with her thirty years, to the time 
of her death, in order to assist her in writing her revelations. 
This service was so pleasing to Christ, that shortly before she 
died, He requested the Saint to provide that everything recorded 
by the Prior might be faithfully preserved. 

The papal bull issued at the canonization of St. Theresa, who 
was one of the noblest women of all times, states expressly: ‘‘To 
propagate the Church all over the world, the despicable have been 
chosen, who were to fulfill their mission, not in lofty speeches, 
but in truth and simplicity. In the course of centuries, God usu- 
ally chose the little, the humble and lowly, through whom He 
bestowed the greatest blessings upon the Church.”’ 

Consoling Revelations of the four great and holy women, St. 
Gertrude, St. Mechtilde, St. Bridget, and St. Catherine of Siena. 
It is truly a most beautiful and consoling book, and will be sent 


postpaid, to any address, for $0.35 
German edition, $0.30 
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St. Coletta and the Evil Spirit. 





One night Satan appeared to St. Coletta in the form ofa 
black lion. The Saint fearlessly called out to him, “‘Depart, 
thou unfortunate being, who hast lost God!’’ The devil replied, 

“Do you know what you are saying, insignificant creature? Do 

you understand what it means to have lost God?’’ Then he re- ‘ 
peated, gnashing his teeth : ‘“To have lost God, to have lost God! 
No created understanding can comprehend the extent of this awful 
misfortune. To have lost God, means to be debarred from the 
supreme Good, from all Good, to be excluded from eternal bliss, 
since all bliss is contained in Him. The torture of fire is as noth- 
ing, compared to the loss of God.’’—*‘And what makes hell to be 
hell,’’ St. Coletta added, ‘‘is that it lasts forever.’’—‘‘Eternity, 
eternity !’’ repeated Satan, with a shriek that might have burst 
his fetters.—*‘If Christians would comprehend what thou art, O 
eternity, I could never more seduce them to offend God!’’ Having 
said this, he uttered a volley of blasphemies and fled. 

St. Coletta did not fear Satan, as the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
her powerful Protectress, had given her the consoling pledge of 
assistance. The Heavenly Mother sent her, by means of an angel 
the following prayer, which, preceded by a Hail Mary, is daily 
said after the Office, in the entire Order: 

**Blessed be the hour in which the God-man was born; blessed 
be the Holy Ghost by whom He was conceived, and the glorious 
Virgin from whom He was born! For the sake of the most holy 
Virgin from whom the God-man was born, may my petitions be 
granted and all my desires be fulfilled for my salvation. O most 
holy and loving Jesus, do not desert nor punish me on account of 
my sins, but hear me and grant my petition for the praise and 
glory of Thy name. Amen.’’ 


FINE ROSARIES. 


Pearl rosaries with gold chain and cross, $1.00 and $1.50. 
Amethyst, jet and garnet rosaries with gold chain and cross, 
$1.75 and $2.50, according to quality. 


Rosaries for Ordinary Use. 


Well chained cocoa rosaries with nickel-bound crosses, 21 and 4 

22 inches long, with large and medium-sized beads: $0.50. 20 

inehes long, medium-sized, round beads: $0.40. 18 inches long, 

oblong beads: $0.30. 15 inches long, small beads: $0.25. 
Crosses for the dying, at $0.30, $0.40 and $0.50. 1 
All these rosaries, if paid for in advance, will be enriched with the Do- 

minican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and the crosses with the indulgences 

of the Way of the Cross and the dying indulgence. 











Timely Books. 


Life of Father Paul of Moll. The more you read 
this book the more you are pleased with it. It recounts 
the numerous miracles wrought by this thaumaturgus of 
our own days, gives some of his prophetic and striking 
sayings, and a number of his soul-inspiring letters. 

Handsomely printed and attractively bound in cloth, 
with five full-page illustrations, 400 pages $1.00 


Inspiring Words of the Bl. Cure of Ars. A much 
appreciated little work containing the edifying instructions 
of this holy priest. Neatly bound 625 

German edition 30 


Consoling Revelations. An excellent book showing 
the value of prayer and the good intention; it gives cour- 
age and strength to bear sufferings and trials. Bound in 


cloth, 125 pages 40 
The same in German 30 
Sm 


Every subscriber of our periodical sending us 10 cents is en- 
titled to the following three booklets, in English or German: 

“Conformity to the Will of God,”’ 64 pages. 

““Magnificence of the Love of God and Efficacy of Perfect 
Contrition,’’ 64 pages. 

“If Thou Canst Believe; all things are possible to him that 
believeth,’’ 32 pages. 


These books will be sent postpaid on receipt of advertised price. 
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